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Dr. John Wensveen is Chief Innovation Officer at Nova Southeastern University and Executive Director of the Alan B. Levan 
NSU Broward Center of Innovation responsible for overseeing a multimillion-dollar public-private partnership to support the 
growing entrepreneurial ecosystem in Broward County and South Florida. John’s higher education experience includes faculty 
and senior leadership positions at Miami Dade College, Purdue University, Dowling College, and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University. John’s entrepreneurship and industry experience includes senior leadership positions at Mango Aviation Partners, 
Radixx International, Airline Visions, InterVISTAS, Marriott Vacation Club International, MAXjet Aiways, and Canada 3000 Airlines. 
John earned Masters and Ph.D. degrees in International Air Transport and Business from Cardiff University (United Kingdom) and 
a B.A. in Geography and Transportation Land Use Planning from the University of Victoria (Canada).

Dr. Thomas J. Manning is a Professor of Chemistry at Valdosta State University (Valdosta, Ga, US).  His current research focuses 
on the bio-formulations of pharmaceutical agents that enhance the activity or allow a species (i.e. antibiotic) to work against 
resistant species. He recently won a patent for this novel approach. 

His work to date has focused on antibiotics for Tb, cancer drugs, some anti-virals. Over 25 of his complexes have entered pre-
clinical trials.  His group has also developed a novel synthesis process for marine natural products in which microbes are grown 
in the ocean, harvested and tested for activity. His primary focus in this area is bryostatin, an ultra-expensive drug that needs an 
inexpensive synthesis route for its known applications with neurological diseases, cancer and as an anti-viral agent, to increase.  

He has also been active in oyster and coral restoration projects and at one time had a company that won Phase I and I SBIR 
grants for a shrimp aquaculture project.

Materials from the Sea and 
University-Based Innovation

Take a Deep Dive! Ocean Exchange Tenth Anniversary Webcast Series #7 
Join Ocean Exchange for a conversation on collegiate innovation with Dr. Thomas Manning of Valdosta 
State University and Dr. Amy Wright of Florida Atlantic University, both working in the area of Materials 
from the Sea. Also joining us is Dr. John Wensveen of Nova Southeastern University and the Alan B. 
Levan NSU Broward Center of Innovation.

Dr. Amy E. Wright is a Research Professor at the Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute of Florida Atlantic University and 
directs the natural products chemistry group. She received her BS in Chemistry from California State University at Dominguez 
Hills and her MSc and Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from the University of California at Riverside. 

Her research focuses on the investigation of natural products derived from marine organisms (sponges, ascidians, cnidarians, 
plants and microbes) with commercial potential. Much of her work has focused on the exploration of deep-water marine 
habitats using manned submersibles and ROVs to collect unusual organisms that produce therapeutically useful natural 
products. Her work is highly collaborative and she is involved in discovery programs in cancer, malaria, tuberculosis, antibiotics 
for use against drug resistant bacterial pathogens, Cryptosporidiosis and for agrichemical uses. She is an author on over 100 
publications in the field of marine natural products and is an inventor on thirty-three US patents covering medicinal use of 
marine natural products.  She is a Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors and the American Society of Pharmacognosy.
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