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Dr. Curtis Zimmermann is BASF Corporation’s Manager, Government Liaison where he facilitates 
interfacing with Governmental entities for growth opportunities strategic to BASF. In his current role, he 
is responsible for identifying Governmental collaborative activities and backward integrating them into 
BASF’s technological & business landscape for evaluation.

Prior to his current position, Dr. Zimmermann served as the Manager for Inorganic Pigments and 
Materials for the Performance Chemicals Research Division of BASF in Ludwigshafen, Germany. He has 
held a variety of technical managerial positions throughout his career and has conducted research in 
materials science with an emphasis on pearlescence and optical thin film materials for over 20 years.

His long-term activities in colloid chemistry have enabled him to provide educational forums and in 
depth technical courses in the arena of fine particle technology. He has numerous patents covering 
BASF commercial products in decorative industries and has authored additional technical papers and 
patents. (Learn more.)

Dr. Tom Guarr is the Co-Founder and Chief Technology Officer of Jolt Energy Storage Technologies, LLC, 
a startup that is developing a new type of battery for large-scale energy storage. This battery is unique in 
that it employs only carbon-based organic materials to store energy rather than the lead, cobalt, lithium, 
or other metals used in conventional batteries. Such technology will not only enable the introduction of 
more renewable energy onto the electrical grid, but can also provide a clean, inexpensive, and reliable 
source of shore power for port operations. Jolt was the recipient of the Ocean Exchange WW Orcelle® 
Award in 2018.

Dr. Guarr also currently serves as the Director of R & D for the Organic Energy Storage Laboratory 
at the Michigan State University Bioeconomy Institute. Previously, he was the VP for Chemistry and 
Aerospace Technology at Gentex Corporation, where he led the team that developed the electrochromic 
technology that is presently used in self-dimming rearview mirrors in many cars and in passenger-
controlled dimmable aircraft windows. (Learn more.)
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Jolt Energy develops and engineers industry-changing, sustainable energy-storage 
technologies. Join Ocean Exchange for a conversation with 2018 Orcelle® Award 
winner Tom Guarr of Jolt, and Curtis Zimmermann of BASF. They will discuss grid-scale 
energy storage, including Jolt’s organic redox flow batteries.
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